NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE I ——

lingcod, rockfish, Pacific ocean perch, Atka mackerel, and Walleye pollock. Species of special concern to NOAA in Alaska

NOAA CoaStaI Resource COOdenatIOfl Program include beluga whale, humpback whale, bowhead whale, northern fur seal, Steller sea lion, Walleye pollock, and Pacific
Alaska Sites halibut.

NOAA CRCs AND THE SITE CLEANUP PROCESS...
OFFICE OF RESPONSE AND RESTORATION

NOAA believes that ecological risk should be addressed as an integral part of the cleanup process wherever possible.

CRC PROGRAM MISSION... Designing cleanups that protect natural resources as well as human health is an efficient and effective way to address

the ecological threat posed by coastal waste sites. Through CRC participation in the cleanup process, the government

NOAAR’ dinati d i d [ natural hat L 1 . . . .
ORR’s Coastal Resource Coordination (CRC) program protects and restores marine and coastal natural resources tha saves time and money by avoiding duplication of efforts. Responsible parties benefit from an early resolution of natural

are injured by Superfund site contaminants. In cooperation with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the State g . . .
y Y Sup P gency resource damage liability. Best of all, environmental threats are addressed sooner, increasing the chances for recovery

of Alaska, and other trustee agencies, NOAA CRCs identify risks to natural resources, recommend protective remedial , ,
and restoration of coastal and marine resources.

measures, and design projects to restore injured resources and habitats. Our goal is to ensure that future generations

can enjoy the benefits of healthy coastal ecosystems, abundant fishery stocks, and robust populations of marine
mammals. MILITARY SITES IN ALASKA ..

Alaska is dotted with over 600 military installations or formerly used Defense sites. These sites range from small
e radio/radar relay stations (the former “Dewline”) to several large installations which essentially constitute small cities.
Many are located in very sensitive tundra ecosystems or along the coast or rivers where numerous commercial and
recreational stocks of fish, plus marine mammals, may be affected. The industrial nature of defense-related activities;
the urgency with which many of these installations were built up during WWII and later abandoned; the common waste
handling practices of the time; and the remoteness of these installations all have combined to leave significant cleanup

1... Bdak Naval Air Station Adak Island* ,
issues at sites all across the state. NOAA's input is needed now to ensure that those cleanups protect natural resources

2... Alaska Pulp Corporation Sitka* o as well as human health. NOAA offers technical expertise and a neutral perspective that is valued by both the military
3... Fort Richardson Military Reservation Anchorage® and the local public.
4... Fort Wainwright Military Reservation Fairbanks og/o o AREAS OF SPECIAL CONCERN IN ALASKA ...

Although NOAA is working to protect and restore natural resources throughout Alaska, Cook Inlet and its surrounding

@ o rivers and creeks are of special concern. The contamination resulting from the intense military and metal salvage activities
e around Anchorage have forced the local government to recommend against the eating of fish taken from Ship Creek.

Cook Inlet provides one of the world’s eight recognized wintering areas for beluga whales, which are known to feed on

anadromous fish at the mouth of Ship Creek. Also, it is an area frequently visited by humpback whales. Other areas of

o concern include: Adak Island, because it is a residence area for Steller sea lions; the Pribilof Islands, because they are
a breeding area for more than 50% of the breeding population of northern fur seal and a significant breeding area for
. . *
5... Kennicott Copper Mining Company McCarthy 8... Standard Steel and Metals Salvage Anchorage Walleye pollock; Barrow, because it is a residence area for bowhead whales; and Sitka, because it is an area frequently
6... King Salmon Air Force Base King Salmon 9... USAF Elmendorf Rir Force Station Anchorage* visited by humpback whales.
7... Naval Arctic Research Laboratory Barrow 10... USDOC NOAA National Marine Fisheries Pribilof Islands

FYl...

NOAA has developed a one-page fact sheet for sites marked with an asterisk. The fact sheets provide a physical description of the site and the For more information about NOAA's CRC program in Alaska pIease contact:

contamination present, list the NOAA resources of concern, and summarize NOAA's involvement in the cleanup process.

Chris Beaverson Dr. Blyce Fritz
Region 10 Coastal Resource Coordinator Chief, HAZMAT/ Coastal Resource Coordination Branch
NOAA TRUSTEE RESPONSIBILITY IN ALASKA ... Seattle, Washington Seattle, Washington

NOAA acts on behalf of the Secretary of Commerce as a Federal trustee under CERCLA for natural resources in coastal 206/553-2101 206/526-6938
and marine areas. NOAA trust species in Alaska include the northern fur seal, Steller sea lion, beluga whale, fin whale,

humpback whale, sei whale, northern right whale, bowhead whale, several species of salmon, Pacific herring, stickleback,
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